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Vol.  L No  2—March  2010 
 
Worship—9:00 AM 
The Studio—11:00 AM 
Children’s Church—11:00 AM 
Sacred Grounds Coffeehouse— 
Thursdays at 7:30 PM 
 

God Is Still Speaking 
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It is intriguing to note that if you search our Southwest Conference UCC web-
site (southwestucc.org), you will discover that its banner reads: "Building Re-
lationships - Deepening Spirituality - Extending Hospitality."  
 
I have always been proud of our denomination, especially as it tries very heard 
to live out in deeds, what it professes in words. So it is, that these words which 
grace the Conference website stand out to me as a glowing beacon to guide our way, and a strong model 
for all our churches to embrace. For I believe that those three phrases embody much of the DNA of this 
congregation here in Scottsdale as well.  
 
Our Conference Minister, Rev. John Dorhauer, in a recent Letter to our 43 partner Churches on behalf 
of the Board of Directors, fleshed out in a single sentence, what the meaning of those three phrases of 
wisdom might mean. He and the Board invite us all into a process of prayer and deep discernment, to 
contemplate it's meaning:  
 

"We are extravagantly welcoming and affirming followers of Christ,  
called to embody God's unconditional justice and love."  

 
For us at the Scottsdale Church, this Call to Discernment comes at a critical moment in our congrega-
tional life, as we enter into our next phase of Interim Ministry. Your Ministerial Search Committee, as 
reported by its Chair, Mike Bull, at our recent Annual Meeting, is nearing completion of our Church 
Profile, which will soon be sent to the National Church for inclusion in the data base as they seek Pro-
files from interested candidates for your position of settled Minister.  
 
Because each of you, in your own way and from your personal faith perspective, tries to embody that 
sentence in your congregational life, it will be important for you to find a Minister who also takes that 
single sentence seriously. I urge you to continue to pray that God's wisdom may flow over your Com-
mittee, and that their extravagantly welcoming and Christ-affirming faith, may be contagious, as they 
discern the right person as your new Minister.  
 
Lent is very much upon us, as we move deeper into Rev. Alan Bond's booklet, exploring the "Sevenfold 
Path to Peace." In these next couple of Sundays, we'll be experiencing how the desire for peace leads us 
in the doing of justice. So we give thanks to our Conference for their leadership, as they lay out a bold 
statement of faith: "We are extravagantly welcoming and affirming followers of Christ, called to em-
body God's unconditional justice and love."  
 
May the blessings of this Lenten season be yours!  
 
 
Rev. Bob Macfarlane, Interim Minister  
Cell: 508-331-8831  
 
 
 



Page3 

 
+  NOTES FROM SACRED GROUNDS  + 

by Joyce Horky  
 

�  acred Grounds Jazz Coffeehouse was happy to participate in Mis-
sions’ Mardi Gras fundraising event. This partnership and, of course, 
Joe Hopkins’ 52nd Street Band brought a wider audience, including 
people outside our congregation, thus adding to proceeds which will 

be used for Missions programs. Everyone had a great time! 
 

 
SACRED GROUNDS NEEDS YOU! 
Are you interested in meeting new people? ...reaching out to the community beyond SCUCC? Here is a fun way to en-
joy the finest jazz and represent our welcoming congregation. We are in need of volunteers to help out on Thursdays, 
either taking admissions and selling refreshments. You would most likely be asked no more than once every month or 
(ideally) six weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joyce Horky and Jill Marderness volunteer at Sacred  Grounds.  
 
Even if you don’t volunteer, come to a concert. If you have yet to experience this “treasure” in our midst, check it out 
some Thursday evening. Every week, our fellowship hall is transformed, candles are lit, and our stage comes to life 
with a new jazz concert, featuring the BEST musicians in the Phoenix area and beyond. 
 
 
Lineup for March 2010.... 
 
Kicking off this month on March 4th are SGJC favorites Mike Crotty  (horns) and Deater O’Neill  (vocals) with Nick 
Manson  (piano), Tom Williams  (bass), John Lewis  (drums), and Joe Garcia  (percussion). 
 
“FLOOTPRINTS” is sure to be a hit on March 11th, accompanying Joe Corral  and Mike Crotty  on flutes will be Ar-
mand Boatman  (piano), Tom Williams  (bass) and Dom Moio  (drums). 
 
Barb Catlin  is an inspiration to many young musicians in the Valley and we are happy to welcome her with “Young 
Sounds Old and New” on March 18th. 
 
Wrapping up the month on March 25th, the talented Dmitri Matheny  brings his flugelhorn, lively personality and dy-
namic group to our stage. 
 
For more details on performers, sign up for Sacred Grounds Jazz Coffeehouse weekly e-mail at rejoyce39@q.com  
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By Alice Stambaugh 
 

�   never thought I would be on the Stewardship Committee; the responsibility of being a fund-
raiser seemed daunting! But that was then. NOW, I'm pleased to report that I have an affection 
for the cause of stewardship, as I'm learning that in truth it's all about ministry--ministry in its 
broadest sense. 

 
As I've been growing into my spiritual self I've begun to think more deeply about the concepts of faith, 
service, and purpose. In doing so, my conception of what stewardship means has broadened. Our world 
careens in dangerous directions, and I am finding that I want and need to be a steward of the traditional 
Christian values of love, compassion and tolerance. I want to speak about these things, and offer hope that 
there is a better way to live together in the world. In the book "Generous People" by Eugene Grimm, this 
impulse is called "witness", and I NEVER thought that I would apply that word to myself. I want to be a 
deliberate witness to the ancient Christian traditions.  
 
What do I need to be a successful witness? I need the support of my church. I need its vibrancy, creativity, 
knowledge and kindness; I need its courage! Knowing my church will unconditionally accept me, I can 
embrace being a steward with some excitement, as I am pushed into places I may not otherwise go.  
Witnessing .. . . for me, one new aspect of stewardship!  
 
(To be continued . . . .) 
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By Donna Murphy 
 
Your Pastoral Search Committee has been hard at work.  The committee is very near completion of 
SCUCC’s Local Church Profile!  This is a major step in the search and call process to find our new  
pastor. 
 
The Local Church Profile (LCP) contains a wealth of information regarding our church. It includes de-
scriptions of the history, traditions, hopes, and dreams of our members. Our LCP was created following 
specific guidelines from the UCC and the Southwest Conference.  But it is ultimately our church’s unique 
document. It provides the spirit and specifics gleaned from you through our Vision Quest 2009, the small 
group home gatherings, the Ministerial Profile Committee’s efforts and recent input regarding this 
church’s strengths. And so much more!  This profile is our way of communicating to potential pastoral 
candidates that Scottsdale Congregational UCC is a warm, vibrant, progressive community of faith and an 
exciting place for them to perform their ministry.  
 
The LCP is in the process of being finalized. We will shortly be able to begin advertising for our new  
pastor.  
 
Stayed tuned to the iConnect and Scottsdata for “breaking news” on the Pastoral Search Committee’s  
progress.  
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By Sue Jenkins 
 
Dear Friends  
 
My family and I are having a special memorial dedication of a bench with a plaque for my 
husband, Bill Jenkins on Sat, March 27 at 11:00 a.m. on the southwest corner of the City 
Hall. The bench is situated where people might like to sit and enjoy their surroundings in 
the shade of beautiful trees.  
 
We felt with all the years he spent dedicating his time to this community, he should be  
recognized for it.  
 
The Mayor, Jim Lane will be present with others and Rev. Bob Macfarlane will be present to give a prayer. It will be very 
short, but wanted to invite all who would like to join us. No game that day, so hopefully you can park on the east side of City 
Hall or in the library lower floor.  
 
Sue Jenkins and family  
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By Con Elnes        
 

�  
hank you to our February greeters.  Julia Piechota and Diana Macfarlane did excellent work for the 9:00 a.m. 
service, while Ray Steiner and Bruce Jones extended welcoming hands for The Studio.  As a result, some visi-
tors from Reno, NV commented that we are the friendliest church they have attended.  Thanks to our greeters 
and all of you who took the time to welcome all of our February visitors!! 

 
During March, be sure to introduce yourself to our 9 a.m. greeters, Con and Phyllis Elnes and The Studio greeters Ralph and 
Diane Mueller.  You will enjoy getting to know them better. 
 
 
 
 

�$���"	����+�
,���
-��"#��'$�"�"#��	�
�����.�.� .  
 
Saturday, March 20, 2010 
Come anytime between 7 am - noon 
Refreshments provided 
Questions? Contact Alice at 280-947-2095 or at karlandalice@cox.net 
 
We haven't spiffed up our place in awhile, and it's time to work together to get things looking great, before the heat sets in. 
Please plan on spending a few hours at our annual pre-Easter clean-up. We will be involved in outdoor pruning, raking, etc. as 
well as a number of indoor jobs involving organizing, wiping down and throwing out. There's a place for everyone. Work de-
tails will spelled out as the time draws near. Many hands make light work! 
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Since we know that for now we are working with a deficit budget we know we need to pay attention to 
our cash flow.  In the last week of January, after the January bills were paid but before we had posted 
the receipts from Sunday, Jan 31st, the General Fund balance was down to $657.  As a result the Finan-
cial Management Board has done a cash flow analysis for the first quarter to be sure that we can make it 
through.  The result of the cash flow analysis shows that we expect to have positive cash flow based on 
our known budgeted expenses for the first quarter.   
 
COMMENTS ON INCOME 

·    Some people pay their entire pledge for the year at the beginning of the year.  As a result, our 
January pledge income was $3,464 more than 1/12th of our pledge budget. This is a big help to 
our first quarter cash flow. 

·    We also had some people make payments against their 2009 pledge to complete it.  These were 
not included in the 2010 budget, so that is a help to our bottom line for 2010. 

·    We have received promises of designated gifts that will cover $600 for traditional service bulle-
tins and $1,000 for adding back some soloists in the traditional service.  

 
COMMENTS ON EXPENSES 

·    During the first week of February we paid Rev. Katharine Harts her last check which was al-
ready accrued against our 2009 budget.  We had failed, however, to realize that $882 of her last 
check is for several days in 2010 that were part of her 90-day severance.  We did not have that 
line item budgeted.  It is included in our cash flow analysis, however. 

·    Expenses in January were higher than average due to the quarterly payment of worker’s comp 
insurance premium, and health and life insurance premiums and pension for Rev. Macfarlane. 

DESCRIPTION JAN 2009 

Beginning Balance in the  
General Fund 

$8,859 

Total Income $22,525 

Total Expense $24,143 

Income less Expenses -$ 1,618 

Ending Balance in the 
General Fund 

$ 7,241 
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By Joyce Horky 

MARDI GRAS FUNDRAISER: 
Thank You to ALL who helped make this event a success! Linking the Dinner & Concert with Sacred 
Grounds achieved a wider attendance – and a good time was had by all. The funds raised (approx. 
$2000) are already being put to good use. A $500 check was presented to Rev. Vy Nguyen, Assistant 
Regional Director, Church World Service for their Haiti Relief efforts. Other recipients (including Paiute 
Neighborhood Center) and amounts will be determined at Missions Committee March meeting. 
 
 
LESOTHO MISSION: 
Global Missionary, Mark Behle visited our church on January 31 with a very inspiring presentation of 
his mission in Lesotho, Africa. Missions Committee is in the process of formalizing a continuing Mis-
sionary Relationship with Mark. In addition to prayer and financial support, this relationship could ex-
tend to a mutually beneficial growth opportunity between SCUCC teens and students at Masitise High 
School in Lesotho. 
 
 
LENTEN UCC OFFERING: 
The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering is the refugee, relief and development fund of the 
United Church of Christ. It provides support to people in more than eighty countries. The 2010 OGHS 
theme is inspired by John 21:15-17 when Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?”  After Peter con-
fesses to loving Jesus, Jesus tells him, “Feed my sheep.”  We too are called to care for all who are in 
need, just as God cares for each of us. Envelopes are located in the pews. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE BOX for March  
Please continue to donate items for Shoebox Ministry’s’ Easter Box-ets. Items needed (list on BOX) 
include men’s, women’s toiletries, sewing kits, small packet laundry soap, etc. Be creative - decorate a 
shoebox and include a note of cheer and/or some Easter Candy. Completed kits should be in THE 
BOX by Sunday, March 21 so they can be delivered to homeless shelters before Easter. 
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By Elaine Trask 
 

�  f you are at least 50 years old and enjoy good fellowship, food and 
stories, consider these upcoming Storytellers events! 
 
Thursday, March 11th Lunch at the Artichoke Grill  

Meet at the church at 11:10 am to carpool. Cost of lunch is $16.00 including tax.  
Sign up in Bond Hall so we can make the reservation! 
 
Thursday, April 8 th tour of Franciscan Renewal Center 
We have a group tour scheduled of the Franciscan Renewal Center and plan to 
have lunch there.  
Meet at the church at 10:45 am, our tour is at 11:15 am. Lunch is served at noon. 
Cost of the buffet lunch is $11.00. We might want to allow some time to walk the 
labyrinth after lunch. 
 
Thursday, May 6th speaker Beverly Brandy at the church  
Meet at the church at 10:00 am to hear Beverly Brandy, author of the book “The 
Craftsman and the Critic – Defining usefulness and Beauty in Art and crafts-era 
Boston.” While our guest speaker does not require an honorarium, she will appre-
ciate any donations we might like to make to the Northern Michigan Hospice 
where there is a fund set up in her mother's name. After her presentation we will 
have our usual lunch with birthday cake – cost for lunch is $7.00. 
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By Heather Monigan 
 
Inter-Generational Family Game Night at SCUCC March 26, 2010 at 5:30 pm – Fellowship Hall 
Please join us for a pizza dinner (donations encouraged) and games as we gather as a church family to 
do what we do best – eat and play. All ages welcomed; however children must be accompanied by 
adults. The Monigan-Bergers will be supplying a plethora of games (for all ages - literally); but bring 
your favorite if you like as well! Questions? E-mail Heather at hmonigan@hotmail.com.  
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March 9—Jackson Monigan Berger 
March 11—Bradley Abts 
March 15—Kim Brown 
March 15—Lori Simonson 
March 17—Darrel Loterbauer 
March 20—Donna Murphy 
March 25—Brea Jacobs 
March 25—Anita Brown 

CHURCH ROSTER CHANGES  
 
New Church Directories were sent out electronically this 
past week.  Check your email for the link to download the 
new directory.  If you need a paper copy, let Susan in the 
Church Office know and she will make the copies. 
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New members will next be received on Palm Sunday, 
March 28th at the 11:00 AM worship.  If you wish to unite 
with SCUCC, please speak to Rev. Macfarlane or phone 
him at 508-331-8831. 
 
New members received in December are: 
 
Ted VanDerVeer 
Mesa, AZ 
 
Tom McConnell 
Scottsdale, AZ 
 
Bruce Jones 
Scottsdale, AZ 
 
Stan & Nikki Williams 
Prescott, AZ 
 
Brian & Gwen Metz 
Mesa, AZ 
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March 3—Tom & Rebecca Glenn 
March 16—Darlene & John Carino 
March 23—Pradnya & Navin Patet 
March 30—Barbara & Don Nordlund 
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Scottsdale Congregational United Church of Christ 
4425 N. Granite Reef Road 
Scottsdale, AZ  85251 
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is published by Scottsdale  
Congregational United Church of Christ 

for its members and friends. 
 

Editor:  Susan Leonard 
 Interim Pastor:  The Rev. Robert Macfarlane 

Ministers:  All Members 
 

SCUCC is located at 
4425 N. Granite Reef Road 

Scottsdale, AZ  85251 
 

Office (480) 946-2900 
Prayer Line (480) 946-2956 

FAX (480) 946-5937 
Email:  info@scucc.com 

Web Page:  www.scucc.com 
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