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Worship—9:00 AM 
The Studio—11:00 AM 
Children’s Church—11:00 AM 
Sacred Grounds Coffeehouse— 
Thursdays at 7:30 PM 
 

God Is Still Speaking 
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Dear Members & Friends -  
 
As we continue on this particular phase of our Interim time together, I hope that it 
has been helpful, during our worship mornings, to explore a series we are calling 
"Ready for Tomorrow - Emerging Voices." We have talked together as a congrega-
tion about some of those voices which are emerging, both within us, as well as from 
the outside. How do we discern the "authentic" voice, the "truthful" voice, the cau-
tious voice, the bold voice, God's voice. Last Sunday morning, we explored the 
voice of "fear" which exists within us all, realizing that sometimes fear may paralyze us, and sometimes fear may 
propel us into the future as well. For it seems that even Jesus had his fears, especially when on the Cross He whis-
pered, "Why hast Thou forsaken me?" And remember how the disciples all fell away, out of fear that they too 
would be taken by the Roman soldiers as Jesus had been. It is sometimes difficult to make the decision to go with 
God "into places we would not necessarily go ourselves," and yet the future beckons us nevertheless.  

 
 
This coming Sunday, May 9, at both 9 & 11 am worship, we welcome our Youth, who lead 
us in the "Wisdom Voices," using clips from the Reel Faith film, "UP!"  It is a delightful and 
beautiful animated tale of what relationships ought to be - between a husband and wife, be-
tween an old man, a young boy, and his dog. What wisdom we can learn from those who teach 
us to love authentically, with appreciation and with forgiveness. It is the quintessential family 
movie on Mothers' Day, and we encourage you to come as families, bring friends, introduce 
new folks to our church. You will certainly leave worship "UP!"  
 
 
 

It is hard for us to believe that Diana and I have been among you as your Interim Minister - now beginning our 
16th month! We have experienced all the seasons which Arizona has to offer, and we have enjoyed them all 
(those seasons are warm, warmer, hot, hotter!). I am so proud - and you should be too - of your Search Commit-
tee, which meets practically every Monday evening for a couple of hours, pouring over the many Ministerial Pro-
files which are arriving from all over the country, and praying that the appropriate candidate will emerge. Let us 
always be holding these eleven committee folk in our caring prayers.  
 
The Southwest Conference Annual Meeting was held over three days last 
week at the Church of the Red Rocks in Sedona. Our Scottsdale Church had a 
wonderful group of delegates and visitors, and were inspired by the speakers, 
renewed in friendships, and encouraged by the wide variety of ministries and 
missions which are performed by our 44 churches. Please check out Tara Bai-
ley's report of the Conference experience in this Scottsdata issue.  

 
 
Are you READY for tomorrow?  We ask this question of each other each Sunday 
morning as we gather for worship, reminding ourselves that God walks with us, despite 
our fears, into a new and bright tomorrow. Be sure to make Sunday morning - at 9 or 11 
am - a routine part of your spiritual discipline this summer.  
 
 

Are YOU ready for tomorrow? I know you are!  
Rev. Bob Macfarlane, Interim Minister  
Cell: 508-331-8831 
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+  NOTES FROM SACRED GROUNDS  + 

by Joyce Horky  
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�  acred Grounds will soon be SEVEN years old! 
 
We’ve decided to celebrate this birthday a month early because we have a special guest in 
town on May 6th.  That guest is CHUCK MAROHNIC  – one of the prime instigators of Sa-

cred Grounds Jazz Coffeehouse. The Chuck Marohnic Trio includes Chuck on piano, Dwight Kilian  on 
bass and Rob Moore on drums. 
 
Chuck has some very special music and stories he will be presenting that evening. Fascinating stories 
about how a search for his roots led Chuck to perform in concert in Croatia, near the village of Zlobin, 
where his father and five generations of Marohnic ancestors lived. Chuck will be playing music he com-
posed to commemorate his family and the other “Lost People of Zlobin.” 
 

*** 
 
Sacred Grounds Outstanding Lineup for May continues.... 
 
May 13 -        Mike Howard Quartet with Paul Anderson 
 
May 20 -        Charles Lewis Quintet 
 
May 27 -        Dmitri Matheny’s “Tribute to Miles Davis”  
 
For more details on performances, sign up for Sacred Grounds Jazz Coffeehouse weekly e-mail at rejoyce39@q.com 
 

***  
 
SACRED GROUNDS JAZZ COFFEEHOUSE needs volunteers!  This is such a wonderful way for our congregation to reach 
out to the community AND support live jazz. We would hate to see this program come to an end at SCUCC.  But, we need your 
support. Please sign-up on a connect card or talk to Joyce Horky or Marge Garrity for information on how you can volunteer. 
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By Tara Bickford Bailey, SCUCC Delegate 
 

�  
he Southwest Annual Meeting was wonderful! Not only was it held in one of the most 
beautiful settings in the world, Sedona, at Church of the Red Rocks, we also heard from 
some of the most inspiring visionaries of our time! Rev. Geoffrey A. Black, General 
Minister and President of the UCC, spoke of creative ways to reorganize conferences in 

order to allow for our conference ministers to utilize their time and talent most efficiently, providing 
more room for prophetic visioning and the true mission work of the conference. Rev. Cameron Trim-
ble, who I hope we can get to come to SCUCC to speak, is the Co-Executive Director of the Center for 
Progressive Renewal of the UCC. Her message for our churches, to put our energies and focus more 
into our mission(s) (rather than on money, membership and maintenance of our aging buildings) and 
go out to where the young people are to bring the Good News through our modeling. That is what will 
bring young people and their families into our journey of faith. Her message, although somewhat scary 
and daunting, resonated deep inside of me. Our own Katrina Glenn, Youth and Outdoor Ministries Co-
ordinator, working with members of the Youth Council, helped impress upon the attendees that church in its current configura-
tions is not feeding young adults and youth and we all need to consider bringing faith and spirituality opportunities to the 
unchurched young adults and youth rather than expecting them to walk in our doors. And best of all, our own conference min-
ister, Rev. John Dorhauer, blew us away on Friday evening. When one of our youth was asked to state the last time he felt 
transformed in church, his immediate response was when he heard Rev. John Dorhauer’s message on Friday night! John is en-
couraging our churches to walk the talk and really engage with our communities to find the needs in our communities and 
strive to meet those needs. 

 
A significant event of this meeting was the passage of a resolution to encourage all to 
work towards the abolishment of the harshest immigration legislation ever passed in our 
nation, Arizona’s SB 1070, and to advocate for the Dream Act, just and fair Comprehen-
sive Immigration Reform! We have also empowered our conference minister, acting on 
behalf of the conference (and not the individual churches who are members of the confer-
ence) to speak to President Obama, Secretary Napolitano, Governor Brewer and other 
elected officials to work toward these goals. 
 
SCUCC was honored for being a 7 for 7 church and for tithing to OCWM during 2009. 
SCUCC was well represented at this meeting. Besides the 5 delegates and our interim 

minister, 7 other people from our congregation attended this meeting for a total of 13 attendees. I’m sure you’ll hear much 
more about what we all learned in upcoming articles and at our meetings and in worship. God bless us all as we work to discern 
God’s will for the future of SCUCC! Joyfully, Tara Bickford Bailey  
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By Susan Loterbauer 
 
First of all, thank you so much to all who worked so hard cleaning out our  closet.  It looks so great and roomy. 
 
May 13th will be our last meeting before summer break.  We will have a luncheon that day between 11:30 and 12:30 PM.  
Anyone who would like to join us, please do so.  We would love to have you come and enjoy great fellowship and food.  Please 
bring a salad or sandwich to share with others.  Please let me know what you are bringing so we don’t have duplicates.  Call 
Susan at 602-971-7979.  Thank you and look forward to seeing you on May 13th. 
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Diana Winston 
 

�  ur Church is so fortunate that so many people quietly and unknown to most of us, perform services that we would 
otherwise have to pay to have done.  From time to time we should take note of their contributions.   
 
We have a big piece of property that requires a lot of attention.  Here are some of the people who help take care of 

it: 
 
 For more than eight years, Kim and Anita Brown have been attending to the Columbarium just outside Bond Hall.  They keep it 
neat and clean so that it is a fitting resting place for the remains of their son, Marc, and others interred there.  Every Saturday  
Con and Phyllis Elnes  blow off the parking area and sidewalks so that when we arrive on Sunday morning we are not greeted by 
a mess of plant debris.  Kristin White and  Don and Barbara Nordlund have put in countless  hours to keep weeds at bay and  
plants trimmed. Don Nordlund also  tends to the beautiful rose bushes in the front.   Karl and Alice Stambaugh donated a spring 
clean up and weed spraying this year.    
 
Thanks to these members for all they do.  In future months we will recognize folks  who help in other ways.       
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By Phyllis Elnes 
 

�  
antastic!  It warms the cockles of our souls to hear visitors tell us how extravagantly welcomed they feel.  And you 
know what?  No committee can do it alone.  We have seen more of you participating in the greeting and visiting with 
visitors and those who have come a few times. Thank you, thank you. 
 

Are there other things you’ve thought of that the committee could do to help continue this trend?  We will greatly appreciate your 
suggestions.   Several ways are available to you.  Contact any of the following people who will be delighted to hear what you 
have to share:  Anita Brown, Lori Simonson, Tom McConnell, Clarisse Percell, Wayne Novak  and Phyllis Elnes.  (The rest 
of the committee have gone back to their summer homes.)  You are also welcome to attend any of our meetings (2nd Monday of 
the month [May 10] from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.) 
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By Con Elnes 
 
Some very important people greeted you when you arrived at church during the month of April. 
 
Marie and Al Eisenman welcomed you 3 Sundays at the first service and then jumped on a plane for their home in Iowa.  Jim 
Crary substituted for them the last Sunday.  Shirley and Dean Jensen greeted you at the second service.  Thank you to all. 
 
In May, Connie and Bill Davis will be greeters for the 9:00 a.m. service.  Take time to chat with them during the Fellowship 
Hour.  They have been members from the start, and they have both had interesting careers and educational experiences.  (Ask Bill 
about growing lichens.) 
 
The Studio will be hosted by Cherie Maxson on May 2 and 9 (a nurse with a fascinating job).  Stan and Nikki Williams will greet 
you for the rest of the month.  The Williams’ teach Western dancing and they are new members.  Please welcome them with a 
hearty “Howdy.” 
 
Everyone deserves a chance to be a greeter.  You meet so many people who become your friends, and you look forward to seeing 
them every week.  For that very reason, I have saved the first service greeting time for you during either July or August.  If you 
prefer, I can work you in for the Studio in August.  Why not get a hold of me before all the slots are taken?   Phone 480-994-8069 
or celnes@salesinstitute.com.  Do it right away. 
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By Elaine Trask 
 

�  usan Leonard, SCUCC’s wonderful Office Manager, attended the UCC Office Support Staff Network workshop on 
4/8/10 – 4/11/10.  She came back with an enthusiastic report of her experience there, and she is very grateful that the 
congregation supports this growth opportunity for her each year. 
 

There were 45 women and 2 men attending the conference.  The conference was sponsored by the UCC Pension Board.   
Susan chuckled as she reported that many of the folks were from the East and from churches that are more traditional that ours.  
They were amazed when she told them that our welcoming letter to new visitors says “welcome to the church of the misfits!” 
 
She especially enjoyed a service led by the Rev. Paul Sadler from Zion UCC in Cleveland.  The whole service was basically mu-
sic.  Rev. Sadler said that he had written a sermon for the occasion, but decided to just set it aside in favor of music.  Susan said he 
had them all up and dancing and singing!  At one point Saddler said, “All you folks form the West Coast DON’T look out the win-
dow right now.  It’s snowing!” 
 
They had a tour of the national offices, which is fun for those who communicate with people there to put a face with a voice with 
whom they’ve spoken on the phone.  Susan has met Cliff Arie who does all of the bulletin covers that we enjoy.   One of the wel-
coming addresses was given by Rev. Geoffrey Black, General Minister and President of the UCC.  Susan said he was very engag-
ing and interactive.  Rev. Black had them break out for 10 minutes into table discussions about what one thing the church needs to 
do more of.  She said it was amazing, because almost every table named bringing in the youth and keeping the youth as top priori-
ties! 
 
There was a presentation by the pension board.  They said that any employee who works over 24 hours per week is entitled to full 
pension benefits.  Susan is very grateful to SCUCC, because for the past two years we have in fact paid her pension benefits. It 
was reported that many churches do not honor the practice of paying clergy 14% of their salary for pension benefits.  SCUCC does 
make this our practice. 
 
One of Susan’s favorite presentations was called Fruits of Inclusion, by Dr. Linda Burrs.  Dr. Burrs told of how she herself was 
almost homeless in 1989 with 3 kids and only a high school diploma.  She now has a PhD and is a college professor.  Susan says 
that her presentation was engaging and filled with humor.  The participants took little tests and there was much interaction.  Dr. 
Burrs talked about dealing with conflict, and upon her return Susan told Bob “If I answer your question with a question, you’ll 
know that we might be dealing with a conflict situation!”   
 
Out of 5,000 UCC churches in the United States only 25 churches were represented at the seminar.  Susan is involved as part of a 
project to get wider participation.  She is helping to start a database of every church in the SW Conference with the contact infor-
mation of their support staff.  They are considering having regional events that might be more accessible to some. 
 
The big take-away for someone like Susan is just being able to talk with peers about shared experiences.  For example, one person 
was ranting about she has to learn Publisher and how she hates it.  Susan and others assured her that after the learning curve is past 
that she will begin to love it.  Sharing stories of ministers’ foibles and how difficult it is to get reports and information in a timely 
manner makes one feel that you are not alone! 
 
On Friday evening they got to go on a dinner cruise.  There was a DJ and music and a lot of the folks were up and dancing.  The 
DJ knew it was a UCC group and made the comment that he might just have to put his Catholicism away for a week to check this 
church out!   
 
This is the second conference that Susan has been able to attend, and it was good to reconnect with people she had met before.  
The Church Support Staff conference is held every year, although Susan was not able to attend last year due to the SW Conference 
annual meeting being in April.  Every other year it is in the national headquarters in Cleveland, and every other year it is some-
place else.  Next year it will be in New Hampshire; in 2013 in Chicago.  Susan is secretly hoping that she can persuade them to 
have it in our area in 2015. 
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By Elaine Trask 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We made it through the first quarter at just about breakeven, which is good news since that leaves us with almost $9K in the General 
Fund at the end of March.  The estimate for the second quarter is that we will spend a little more than $4K more than what we take 
in.  That deficit is covered by the $9K starting balance for the quarter.  The projection for the full year still shows a deficit of over 
$5K.  This is an improvement from our original budget which showed a deficit of over $7K.  In any case, we need to address this by 
either increasing income or decreasing expenses or a combination thereof. 
 
Regarding the burglary, we have received a check from the insurance company, and the tech team has met and formulated a plan to 
begin the replacement process.  It looks like with a little maneuvering and a few donations we will be able to successfully replace the 
major items that were stolen. 
 
COMMENTS ON INCOME 

·     We have received a total of $7,620 of pledges paid in full for the year.  This greatly helped our cash flow for the first quar-
ter!  Also, we have received $5,575 in payments to cover previous year pledges.  This was unbudgeted income and also 
helped our cash flow. 

·     We have received pledge commitments of $177,720, which is $2,660 short of the estimate made during the budgeting proc-
ess. 

·     Our Easter offering was very successful.  We had budgeted $350 based on past years.  This year Dan Loven designed lovely 
offering envelopes and we put a strong emphasis on giving by passing the plate both for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.  
We had a lot of visitors who opened their wallets, and we received a total of $2,033!  Some of this income falls into April.   

·     The Grocery Guys and Gals are doing very well thanks to everyone’s support, and they are on track to meet the budget 
which is an increase over last year.  Thanks everyone for continuing to buy grocery cards! 

·     The quarterly payment of $1,375 from OCC was received just after the quarter ended and was recorded as April income. 
 

COMMENTS ON EXPENSES 
·     Maintenance and repair expenses were unusually high this quarter.  We spent $650 to have the dead tree removed in re-

sponse to a citation from the City of Scottsdale and safety concerns; $575 for repair of outside lights; $489 to fix a leak out-
side of the office.  Hopefully, we will get luckier during the second quarter. 

·     We have received a number of designated gifts to cover expenses that were cut, including for bulletins for the traditional 
service, for additional Studio musicians for both Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday, for some soloists for the traditional ser-
vice and for weed control.  

 
If you have any questions about further details of our financial situation, please contact Elaine Trask or Rebecca Glenn. 
 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
MARCH 2010 

YEAR-TO-DATE 
2010 

Beginning Balance in the General 
Fund 

$10,894 $8,859 

Total Income $19,996 $63,133 
 

Total Expenses $21,960 $63,062 

Income less Expenses -$1,963 $ 71 

Ending Balance in the General Fund $8,930 $8,930 
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By Joyce Horky 

“Faith and works, works and faith, fit together hand  in glove.”  

(James 2:18) 
 
 
 
STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH  
In church pews you will find envelopes for Strengthen The Church offering which helps grow the UCC’s future by: funding 
new church starts; invigorating existing congregations; nurturing lay and pastoral leadership; building youth ministries; and 
supporting the God is Still Speaking Ministry and its extravagant welcome for all within the United Church of Christ. This 
offering will be taken between now and Pentecost Sunday, May 23. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAIUTE NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER  
Missions team was happy to present a donation from SCUCC at the recent Partners for Paiute Breakfast. There are many 
volunteer opportunities at Paiute Neighborhood Center, including: youth computer lab, after-school programs, handlebar 
helpers, senior activities, tax assistance, family and early childhood learning.  Contact: 480-312-2529 

 

CRAFTERS NEEDED! 
Last year, as part of fundraising efforts, Missions sold handcrafted and home-baked items at the Granite Reef Senior Center 
Craft Fair and at our church. We would like to this again, BUT, we need more than just a handful of crafters. Can we count 
on your help? If you have a craft specialty item(s) that you’d like to work on between now and November, please let us 
know. There will be a sign-up sheet on the Missions Bulletin Board in Bond Hall. 

 
THE BOX – Non-Perishable Food 
During May, please continue to bring non-perishable grocery items to help replenish local food-bank shelves. 
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May 2—Zachary Sayre 
May 3—Doris Jeppe 
May 5—Glen Bailey 
May 7—Larry Loeber 
May 7—Greer Henderson 
May 9—Logan White 
May 9—Connor White 
May 11—Michael Berger 
May 14—Ariel Koch 
May 15—Shelli Valles 
May 16—Wayne Novak 
May 18—Adam Fox 
May 22—Alice Stambaugh 
May 23—Larry Bridge 
May 25—Susan Kroll 
May 26—Dennis Cymbalski 
May 27—Lyam Davis 
May 27—Lisa Sampson 
May 31—David Aungst 

CHURCH ROSTER CHANGES  
 
New Church Directories were sent out electronically last 
month.  Check your email for the link to download the new 
directory.  If you need a paper copy, let Susan in the 
Church Office know and she will make the copies. 
 
No changes this month. 

 �((�&���������
 
May 2—Dan & Ariel Koch 
May 3—Bill & Connie Davis 
May 16—Jeff & Carrie Abts 
May 18—Heather Monigan & 
                  Michael Berger 
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�  
he Pastor’s Discretionary Fund is running a 
bit low.  If anyone would like to donate to 
this fund, please drop your check off in The 
Basket and write in the memo line that it is 

for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  Thank you so much 
for your generosity. 

����3�2��4�
 

�  t my last visit to the knee doctor, I was 
declared “fixed!”  Thanks to all for your 
cards, books, food, prayers, good con-
versations and visits.—Barbara Nord-

lund. 

�
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is published by Scottsdale  
Congregational United Church of Christ 

for its members and friends. 
 

Editor:  Susan Leonard 
 Interim Pastor:  The Rev. Robert Macfarlane 

Ministers:  All Members 
 

SCUCC is located at 
4425 N. Granite Reef Road 

Scottsdale, AZ  85251 
 

Office (480) 946-2900 
Prayer Line (480) 946-2956 

FAX (480) 946-5937 
Email:  info@scucc.com 

Web Page:  www.scucc.com 
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